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We, the community of Sacred Heart parishes, in Spring Valley and Elmwood, and St. 
Luke’s in Boyceville, love the Lord Jesus Christ and are dedicated to His Sacred 
Heart. Guided by the Word of the Lord, we commit ourselves to give praise and 
honor to God through liturgical worship, family and private prayer, and service to 
one another. We strive to develop a living faith and a growing spiritual community 
by providing opportunities for spiritual, educational, and social enrichment. Our 
faith will be strengthened through active involvement of all members. 



All Souls Day 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, prayerful greetings from Fr. Anbu! 
 

     The month of November is dedicated to the departed souls and after the death of my mother and fathers this feast be-

comes so close to my heart and it’s a special day to pray and thank for the dear and near ones. I would like to share some 

reflection about the all souls day and I invite everyone to visit the cemeteries as much as you can during the month of No-

vember to pray for the departed souls. This small prayer and gesture will make the souls in the purgatory to reach heaven. 

What Is the Purpose of All Souls Day? 

     All Souls Day, celebrated on November 2, is a day set aside in the Roman Catholic Church to pray for the souls in purga-

tory. (Eastern Catholics celebrate five All Souls Saturdays, which occur before and during Lent, and on the Saturday before 

Pentecost.) The Church teaches that purgatory is a temporary state of purification for those who have died in God’s grace 

but still carry the effects of venial sins (forgiven and unforgiven) and forgiven mortal sins. The faithful on earth are called to 

offer prayers, sacrifices, and Masses to help these souls attain the beatific vision -eternal life with God in heaven. This day 

emphasizes the doctrine that many of the souls of the faithful departed need our prayers as they complete their purification. 

What’s the Difference between All Saints Day and All Souls Day? 

     Though these days fall back-to-back in the liturgical calendar, All Saints Day (November 1) and All Souls Day 

(November 2) have distinct purposes. All Saints Day is a holy day of obligation, on which Catholics honor all the saints 

both canonized and uncanonized who have reached heaven and enjoy the beatific vision. It’s a day to remember those who 

serve as models of holiness. On the other hand, All Souls Day is a day of commemoration for all the faithful departed, par-

ticularly those still in purgatory, who are awaiting full sanctification. 

     While the Bible does not explicitly mention “All Souls Day,” the practice of praying for the dead has other biblical roots. 

In 2 Maccabees 12:46, Judas Maccabeus prays for the fallen soldiers who had died with sin. This passage is one of the key 

scriptural bases for the doctrine that the souls of the dead benefit from our prayers. In addition, in 2 Timothy 1:16-18, Paul 

prays for the soul of Onesiphorus, which also affirms that the dead can profit from our prayerful intercessions. Thus, the 

Church encourages this commemoration as a practice consistent with biblical faith. 

     Catholics celebrate All Souls Day through various practices, including participating in Mass, 

lighting candles in prayer, visiting cemeteries to decorate the graves of loved ones, and offering 

prayers for the dead. Many Catholics pray the All Souls Day prayer, which expresses the hope 

that the souls in purgatory will soon be freed from purgatory and welcomed into heaven. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 

and let perpetual light shine upon them. 

May the souls of the faithful departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

Mass of Remembrance: 

This weekend, we  re-

member those that 

have died this past year from our parishes. May their souls 

rest in peace.  

Boyceville: Helen Hedlund, Barb Hellmann and Jim Smith 

Elmwood: Dorothy Allen, Patricia Nohelty and Myrna Weber 

Spring Valley:  David Lickness, Rita Hampton, Darlene Raleigh 

and Marlene Ellingboe 
 

Good and faithful God, you have given us so many people in 

our lives that have given us joy and solace. On this day we ask 

you to remember our dearly departed. Keep them close to 

you as we all wait for that day when we all will come and 

worship in your presence. We ask this through your Son, Je-

sus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Prayer for the Dead, Explained! 

It may seem strange to pray for someone 

who is already dead and who, according 

to our earthly reckoning of time, has al-

ready undergone judgment. But God is 

not subject to the constrictions of time as 

we understand them. Our prayers for the dead are, like 

our prayers for the living, an expression of charity and the 

unity that exists between all members of the Body of 

Christ. Prayer for the dead is a practice which not only pre-

dates Catholicism but predates Jesus Christ, as we see in 

the Second Book of Maccabees (2 Maccabees 12:42-

45).“By virtue of the ‘communion of saints,’ the Church 

commends the dead to God’s mercy and offers her pray-

ers, especially the holy sacrifice of the Eucharist, on their 

behalf,” says the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC 

1055). 

https://stmichaelsbyzantine.com/our-traditions/all-souls/
https://www.catholic.com/tract/all-saints-day-catholic-answers-guide
https://shop.catholic.com/purgatory-is-for-real/
https://www.catholic.com/encyclopedia/all-souls-day
https://www.catholic.com/audio/ddp/praying-for-the-dead-2


INFORMATION 

course for $150. Anyone interested in 
participating should apply at the Avila 
Institute for Spiritual Formation https://
avila-institute.org/apply-school-of-
spiritual-formation-program/ and enter 
the discount code LACROSSE to waive 
the application fee. Once a participant 
has been accepted for the course, a 
representative from the Avila Institute 
will follow up by assisting in enroll-
ment, which includes processing the 
25% discount. Consider joining us!  

Boyceville News 

Save the date...On 
Sunday, November 16th, 
we will have our monthly 
potluck and we will also 

have a pre-holiday family fun day 
immediately following the potluck 
meal.  Bring an inexpensive "white 
elephant" wrapped gift and join in the 
fun of playing a dice game and see 
what treasure you win. The children 
will play their game separately so 
please mark your gift whether it is for 
a child or an adult.  Plan to come join 
your fellow parishioners for 
camaraderie and fun!   

Elmwood News 

The Elmwood Knights of 
Columbus  will be meeting 
on Wednesday, November 
5th , at 8:00 p.m. 

Elmwood will hold First 
Friday Devotions on 
November 7th  with Mass 
at 11:00 a.m. followed by 

adoration, prayers, confession and 
benediction.  

The Altar and Rosary 
meeting will be held on 
Thursday, November 13th 
at 1:30 p.m. 

 Spring Valley News 

This Saturday, November 
1st, there will be a second 
collection taken up after 
Mass to support the activities 
of Sacred Heart youth. 

Envelopes will also be provided after 
Mass for those who wish to make a 
financial gift from home. Thank you 
for helping the youth of our parish 
grow in their relationship with Jesus 
through His Catholic Church!   

Please join us for First 
Friday devotions on 
November 7th in Spring 
Valley , which will begin at 

8:30 a.m. with Mass followed by 
adoration, prayers, confession and 
benediction. Confession will be 
available for those who are 
interested .  

The Embers Youth Group 
will be placing a Mitten 
Tree in the back of church 
Saturday, November 8th to 
help collect Christmas gifts 

for families in need in our Spring 
Valley community. If you  would like 
to donate, please take a mitten from 
the tree and purchase the gift on the 
mitten, tape the mitten to the gift you 
purchased, and return gifts to the 
basket under the tree by December 
5th. If there are any families in our 
parish who are in need of help with 
gifts for your children this Christmas 
season, please contact Jasmine 
Durrence.  We would love to help         
those in need and all donations will 
remain confidential.   

The Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Parish Council of Catholic 
Women (PCCW) will be 
meeting on Monday, 

November 3rd at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Brother Michael Center. All woman 
of the parish are welcome to attend. 

 

News from the Diocese 

Funeral Dinner Ministry: 
Providing Comfort for 
Those Who Mourn As 
many of us have experi-

enced the loss of a loved one, we recog-
nize the importance of comforting those 
who mourn. This kindness of being with 
those who grieve can take many forms 
— but for the Funeral Dinner Ministry, it 
looks like providing and serving a meal 
to those who attend the funerals at the 
parish. For the grieving family, the fu-
neral-planning process is a busy and 
difficult one. And, like weddings, a fu-
neral may be the only time that they see 
extended family. This meal gives them 
the opportunity to gather with the 
friends and family who have also lost 
this special person.  For the families and 
friends who have lost a loved one, this 
ministry serves them by giving them an 
opportunity to spend time together in 
the midst of their mourning. This 
straightforward ministry is an important 
part of making the parish a caring and 
welcoming community. It also gives us 
the opportunity to welcome and evan-
gelize others who attend the funerals, 
but may not frequently come to church. 
Making them feel welcomed and pro-
vided for is a great witness to them. 

Online Course on the Eucharist Ex-
plores the Source and Summit of our 
Faith Adoremus joins the Avila Institute 
in offering “Mystery and Mission in the 
Sacred Liturgy,” a series of four intro-
ductory courses on liturgical prayer and 
the sacraments, taught by Adoremus 
authors and staff. The course “Exploring 
the Source and Summit” will be taught 
by Christopher Carstens, Director of the 
Office for Sacred Worship, and will ex-
plore the life-changing encounter that 
we are invited to have with Christ in the 
Eucharist and how we can further enrich 
our devotion to the Lord and his pro-
found self-gift in the Mass. This six-week 
course meets live online Thursdays, 6:30
–8:00 p.m. Central, from Nov. 6 to Dec. 
18, 2025 (except for Thanksgiving Day). 
Faithful from the Diocese of La Crosse 
will receive a 25% discount and take the 

Please send Bulletin Announcements  

to:   admin@shsv.diolcparish.org  

By NOON on Wednesdays 



Saturday November 8                Sunday November 9 

Spring Valley 6:00 p.m.               Elmwood 8:30 a.m.                      

LECTORS   

Peter/Peggy                                                                               Joel 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

(S) Greg/Katie/Denise/Diane                                            Barb C.  

SERVERS    

Kennady/Oliver/Jack                                                Zander/Elliot 

USHERS/HOSPITALITY 

Gene/Rich                                               John/Jason/Josh/Jarrod  

    MUSIC                                                       ROSARY                                                                                                                                                                    

Sacred Heart Choir                                                         Mary Ann 

In 2025 we will be celebrating and pray-
ing for our parishioners, in their birthday 
month, who are our “Golden” members 
and have over 70 years of wisdom. Feel 
free to mail them a card!  
 

Harriet Anderson November 3 
Robert Taplin  November 6 
Clarence Harmon November 7 

CONFESSIONS: Any-

time by appointment 

 Elmwood– Sunday’s from 8:00 - 8:20 a.m. 

 Boyceville– Sunday’s after 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 Spring Valley– Saturday’s 5:00-5:45 p.m.  

                    Wednesday’s from 5:30 – 6:10 p.m. 

FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO HAVE 
DIED  AND FOR THE SICK, WE PRAY 

IN 2025 
 

November 4  Tuesday Mass in Elmwood 
7:00 p.m. + Mary Schmitz         (Steve & Lynn Brantner) 
November 5   Wednesday Mass in Spring Valley 
6:15 p.m. + Jim Raleigh                       (Beth & Craig Ingli) 

November 6 Thursday Mass in Boyceville 
10:00 a.m.+ Jim Smith                               (Betty Garside) 
November 7  First Friday Mass  
8:30 a.m. in Spring Valley +Jim Houdek                                   
                  (Greg & Laura Buchal) 
11:00 a.m. in Elmwood +Daniel Crownhart                              
                (Chet & Rosy Latawiec) 
November 8  Saturday vigil Mass in Spring Valley 
6:00 p.m. +Herb & Angie Hageman          (Rita Johnson) 
November 9  Sunday Mass 
8:30 a.m. in Elmwood +Bernie Friermuth                
                (Elmwood KC’s) 
10:30 a.m.in Boyceville  +Len & Lori Schmidt                                           
                   (Joe & Gloria Pieters) 

 COLLECTION  ADULT  ENVELOPES  

AND OFFERTORY   October 25-26, 2025  

                                              World Mission 

  Adult           Offertory           Sunday  

Boyceville          $ 580.00     $ 159.53          $ 425.00 

Elmwood           $ 1085.00   $ 168.00          $ 330.00  

Spring Valley    $ 2499.14    $   80.50          $ 824.00  

Fueling Missions of 
Hope: The Diocesan 
Annual Appeal 

“As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.” – 
John 20:21 

Jesus’ words in John, 
“As the Father has sent me, so I send you,” remind us of 
our shared mission. On the evening of Resurrection, Je-
sus gave His disciples peace and invited them to join His 
mission. This peace represents life and harmony with 
God, others, and creation. His mission is to proclaim the 
Kingdom of God and extend the Father’s mercy and love 
to all. 

Just as Christ was sent by the Father and sent His apos-
tles, we are called to continue His work. The Church’s 
mission is a continuation of Christ’s, achieved through 
love. This love gives life, and the Church is sent to spread 
Christ’s love so all may “have life and have it abundant-
ly” (Jn 10:10). 

The 2025-2026 Diocesan Annual Appeal, “Fueling Mis-
sions of Hope,” represents our shared commitment to 
this divine calling. It offers us a chance to engage actively 
in the Church’s essential mission, spreading the hope of 
Christ to those in need across the Diocese of La Crosse. 
The 2025-26 Diocesan Annual Appeal target for this year 
is $6,000,000.00. You can find more information  at 
https://diolc.org/stewardship/ 

 

All parishioners should have received  information in the 

mail last week regarding the 2025-2026 Diocesan Annual 

Appeal. Boyceville’s allocation is at $7200.00, Elmwood’s 

is $16,155.00 and Spring Valley’s allocation being             

$20,395.00. Thank you for your support.  


