MISSION STATEMENT

We, the community of Sacred Heart parishes, in Spring Valley and EImwood, and St.
Luke’s in Boyceville, love the Lord Jesus Christ and are dedicated to His Sacred
Heart. Guided by the Word of the Lord, we commit ourselves to give praise and
honor to God through liturgical worship, family and private prayer, and service to

S C D one another. We strive to develop a living faith and a growing spiritual community
A RE by providing opportunities for spiritual, educational, and social enrichment. Our

H EAR I faith will be strengthened through active involvement of all members.

CATHOLIC
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THE DEDICATION
OF THE LATERAN
BASILICA

To those who sold doves he
said, “Take these out of here,
and stop making my Father’s
house a marketplace.” His
disciples recalled the words
of Scripture, Zeal for your
house will consume me.
- Jn 2:16-17

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
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Why do we pray for the dead?

My dear brothers and sisters prayerful greetings from Fr.Anbu!

Recently I read a beautiful article in Catholic digest faith~+life magazine about
4 why do we pray for the dead? By — S.P., Connecticut and I would like to share with
IOVEMBER you. These are good questions, shared by many others, and they touch upon a long
PRAY FOR THE DEAD tradition in the Church of not only remembering those who have gone on before us,
= but also commending them to God’s loving mercy.

There is a mortuary chapel, built in the 1870s, that stands in the center of the
cemetery on the grounds of the now-closed Jesuit seminary at Woodstock, Mary-
land. Inscribed over the chapel door are these words (in Latin): “Here the Society of
Jesus cherishes as keepsakes for heaven the ashes of the dear sons she has brought forth.” The cherished remains
are “keepsakes for heaven;” that’s why we visit cemeteries. The prayerful remembrances-Masses, special prayers
for the dead, Rosaries, Stations of the Cross, and other devotional remembrances are, for the most part, petitions
to God. They ask that the departed believer may be united in an eternal embrace with the triune God- Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit -in heaven. For that goal was each of us created, for that purpose did Christ die and rise again, and
for that end do we pray when we commend the souls of “the faithful departed” to God.

But, you may be wondering, why are they not united with God immediately upon leaving this world? Well,
that question relates to our readiness, our preparedness, our freedom from sin, and our satisfaction of what the
Church refers to as “temporal punishment due to sin” in order that the union of a human being - a “mere mortal” -
with the sinless God is possible.

What is this temporal punishment? Let me suggest that it is a condition of “unreadiness” for eternal union with
the Holy Trinity. In one sense you are ready, because you’ve expressed your sorrow and your sins have been for-
given. But in all probability you’re not quite ready, because your love of God at the moment of death may be less
than wholehearted, less than perfect. Spiritually, you are right with God (your sins have been forgiven), but you
need a bit of tidying up before being taken fully into God’s loving and eternal embrace.

Purgatory is the cure for your condition of unreadiness. It’s the process of purification.

Hence, we pray for the dead to beg God to move that process along. It all relates to God’s love and grace, that
they may enfold the souls of the departed and keep them eternally secure.

The Mass, of course, is the absolute best prayer for the dead. It makes the redemptive sacrifice of Christ present
again on the altar and, in God’s gracious providence, allows you to ask that this redemptive power be applied to
the one for whom you pray. You didn’t ask, but let me add to this the truth that those who have died can pray for
you. They are with God and can pray to God for you. Similarly, your prayers for anyone who is already fully
and eternally united to God in love are not wasted. All prayer is powerful, and in this case, your prayer will
return in the form of unknown and unpredictable blessings on you and your world. I visited another Jesuit
cemetery once with an elderly and saintly priest who recalled for me the words over the door of the Woodstock
mortuary chapel and said quietly, “Remember, Bill, you can never be too good to your dead.” Wise words.

May the faithful Departed souls rest in peace-Amen.

MAY THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,
THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE.

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
November 9, 2025 The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica John 2:13-22

When I was 22, T entered St. Peter’s Basilica for the first time. It floored me. I could hardly take it in, its grandeur, majestic arches,
vibrant colors, and the light that danced through its high windows. Somehow, amidst such splendor, I felt an overwhelming sense
of belonging, as if [ had finally come home.

Jesus reorients how we Catholics see sacred buildings. In today’s Gospel he says, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will

raise it up” (John 2:13-22). His riddle implies, shockingly, that his own body is now the fundamental e o T

dwelling place of God and humanity. The temple in Jerusalem has been superseded. 'H[HlSH ﬂ PH"IH}]

In our churches today — whether they mirror the basilica’s grandeur or embrace humble simplicity )

we experience architectural symbols of Christ’s risen body. It is no accident we call them “churches”: HlSH H PHIH[[”

they make visible in brick-and-mortar Christ’s body which is made up of the living stones we call Chris- ®

tians. Each church building, like St. John Lateran in Rome, or St. Peter’s, or any other, is meant to be a

vibrant sign of Christ’s resurrected body. We should cherish and protect our churches as places where L """'('l.l B PHI]][[”
|

heaven touches earth, where we, as a community, are raised to the fullness of life in Christ.
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INFORMATION

News for All

. / )44 ke to continue to
- \IRSAR _ recoghize those cou-

"\“\ I - ples who have been
4 S '

married for 50 years
or longer. So this year, the week before
their anniversary, the couple’s name will
be in the bulletin, so you may pray for
them or even send them a card. On
November 11th, Ken and Rita Asher
will be celebrating their 53rd wedding
anniversary, on November 13th, Ric
and Mary Sailer will be celebrating their
54th wedding anniversary, and on
November 15th, Don and Margaret
Zignego will be celebrating their 51st
wedding anniversary. Congratulations
to all three couples!

The St. Croix County
DRQ ADRC is looking for
oSt o County nominations for their
Secret Santa program. If you know of
someone who could use some holiday
cheer to brighten their Christmas,
please call the Aging and Disability Re-
source Center in St. Croix County at 715-
381-4360 between November 1 and
December 10, to get them on Santa’s
list.

News for the Diocese

“God is Love” - Our Response: Live
More Intentionally One of the deepest
guestions in the human heart is this:
Does God really exist? And if He does,
what difference does this make? Our
world today is filled with messages that
tell us God is irrelevant, outdated or
even nonexistent. Yet in every heart
there is a restlessness, a hunger for
meaning, for beauty, for unconditional
love. https://diolc.org/wp-content/
uploads/2025/10/God-Is-Love-2.pdf

Please send Bulletin Announcements
to: admin@shsv.diolcparish.org
By NOON on MONDAYS
For November and December
Unless noted differently in the bulletin

Worldwide Marriage Encounter | Feb
13-15, 2026 | Sparrow’s Nest in
Sparta, WI Looking for a way to
rekindle the love and romance in your
marriage? Your marriage is your most
important human relationship. This
powerful experience of discovery
helps you renew your commitment,
deepen your intimacy and reignite the
passion that brought you together.
Space is limited....save your spot
today! To learn more go to https://
wwme.org/

Responding to FoodShare Crisis due
to Government Shutdown The
federal shutdown has disrupted
FoodShare (EBT/SNAP/WIC) benefits
across Wisconsin, and thousands of
our neighbors are suffering. Please
urge your family and friends to
contact their state legislators |,
https://maps.legis.wisconsin.gov/
urging them to take emergency action
to protect vulnerable Wisconsinites.

Boyceville News

TALY West CAP Food Pantry -
“//” \;_';0 Please give as you can
t"' ™ ps 4to the local food

' pantry. Be it
Thanksgiving related grocery items
such as instant mashed potatoes,
stuffing, canned sweet potatoes or
green beans, cream of mushroom
soup, etc. or any food items in
general. All donations are needed
and appreciated.

Church Don't Forget - Our
¢) Potluck November potluck & pre-
L == . . .
&< = holiday family fun day is
) ~ next Sunday, November
16th. Bring an inexpensive, wrapped
"white elephant" gift and join in the
fun of playing a dice game and see
what "treasure" you win. The kids will
play separately so please mark if your
gift is for an adult or a child. Join your
fellow parishioners for camaraderie

and fun!

Elmwood News

Mass Intentions: If you would like to
have a Mass said for someone in
2026 , please call or email Beth in the
central office to schedule them.

ALTAR The Altar and Rosary
ROSARY meeting will be held on
‘&i Thursday, November 13th at

1:30 p.m.

y{m Colmt:e and hheIp bus
celebrate Father Anbu's
Z!Sth,f 45th birthday on Tuesday,
QM Nov. 18, at the 7 p.m.

Mass. Treats downstairs
afterward. Bring the whole family!
Bring your neighbors! Check to see if
we have given him any gray hairs yet.

Spring Valley News

The Spring Valley KC family
M/A f of the month for October is
'#¢ Greg and Laura Buchal and

the Knight of the month for

October is Chuck Hovde.

§ wnen The Embers Youth Group
; e will be placing a Mitten
g2  Tree in the back of church
Saturday, November 8th to
help collect Christmas gifts
for families in need in our Spring
Valley community. If you would like
to donate, please take a mitten from
the tree and purchase the gift on the
mitten, tape the mitten to the gift you
purchased, and return gifts to the
basket under the tree by December
5th. If there are any families in our
parish who are in need of help with
gifts for your children this Christmas
season, please contact Jasmine
Durrence. We would love to help
those in need and all donations will
remain confidential.

There will be a Veteran’s Day
program at the Spring Valley high
school on Tuesday, November 11th at
2:00 p.m.




“ FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO HAVE
Mass fortﬁe

DIED AND FOR THE SICK, WE PRAY
Intentwns l‘ Week IN 2025

November 11 Tuesday Mass in EImwood

7:00 p.m. + For the Deceased at the ElImwood Sacred
Heart cemetery (Dennis & Ramona Schneider)

November 12 Wednesday Mass in Spring Valley
6:15 p.m. + Al Keith (Greg & Laura Buchal)
November 13 Thursday Mass in Boyceville

10:00 a.m. + Pat Frey (Fr. Clayton’s Seven Sisters group)
November 14 Friday Mass at the EImwood Asst Living
10:00 a.m. +Dick Zeithaml (Tom & Sharon Weber)
November 15 Saturday vigil Mass in Spring Valley

6:00 p.m. ~Cardinal Burke for his 50th ordination
anniversary (Greg & Laura Buchal)

November 16 Sunday Mass
8:30 a.m. in ElImwood +Arnie Bauer Jr. (ElImwood KC's)

10:30 a.m.in Boyceville +Barb Hellmann (Terry Mohn)

COLLECTION ADULT ENVELOPES
AND OFFERTORY November 1-2, 2025

Adult Offertory
Boyceville $1562.00 $ 55.00
Elmwood $ 945.00 $328.00
Spring Valley $1705.00 $ 166.00
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Saturday November 15 Sunday November 16
Spring Valley 6:00 p.m. | Elmwood 8:30 a.m.
LECTORS
Gregg/Ruth Sacred Heart Youth
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
(S)Connie/Mary/Lynn/Rosalie Anna/Stephanie
SERVERS
Porter/Weston/Emmet Hannah/Logan
USHERS/HOSPITALITY
Greg/Tony Sacred Heart Youth
MUSIC ROSARY
Sacred Heart Choir Sacred Heart Youth

Congratulations to the youth from the Eimwood
and Spring Valley parishes who were confirmed
on October 18th in Menomonie by
Bishop Battersby.

UNITED IN PRAYER
THIS VETERAN'S DAY
WE PRAY IN GRATITUDE
FOR ALL OF THOSE WHC

RAVAGES OF WAR.
ﬂ)'s BLESSINGS AND
HEALINGS UPON'OUR™
VETERANS TODAY
AND ALWAYS.




