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We, the community of Sacred Heart parishes, in Spring Valley and Elmwood, and St. 
Luke’s in Boyceville, love the Lord Jesus Christ and are dedicated to His Sacred 
Heart. Guided by the Word of the Lord, we commit ourselves to give praise and 
honor to God through liturgical worship, family and private prayer, and service to 
one another. We strive to develop a living faith and a growing spiritual community 
by providing opportunities for spiritual, educational, and social enrichment. Our 
faith will be strengthened through active involvement of all members. 



Calling Priests Father 

Question: Why do Catholics call priests Father? 

Answer: One of the common objections evangelical Christians have to Catholics is our practice of calling priests by the 
title Father. They will often cite a passage in Matthew’s Gospel in which Jesus tells his followers: “Call no one on earth 
your father; you have but one Father in heaven” (23:19). It seems pretty straightforward, but when we put this verse in 
context, we see that Jesus is speaking out against religious leaders who had forgotten what their proper role was and who 
were bad examples through their own hypocrisy and elitist attitudes.  In other Gospels, we find Jesus himself using the 

title father for different characters, such as in the Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man (Luke 16:19-31]) and the Parable of the Prodi-
gal Son (Luke 15:11-32). If we put the verse from Matthew into the full scope of Jesus’ teachings, he isn’t saying that we can’t use 
words like “father,” “rabbi,” or “master.” Rather, he is telling us that we should be mindful of the full meaning of those titles and not 
to misuse them.  To call a priest “Father” is more than a sign of respect for the office of the priesthood. It goes all the way back to 
the way St. Paul understood his own work as a missionary and evangelizer. Paul wrote, “I am writing you in this way not to shame 
you but to admonish you as my beloved children … It was I who begot you in Christ Jesus through my preaching of the Gospel. I  beg 
you, then, be imitators of me. This is why I have sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful son in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:14-17).  
Yes, we have God alone as our heavenly Father, but there are also those here with us who nurture and nourish our faith through 
their teaching and care. This is why the title of Father has been applied to the church’s pastors in different ways since the  earliest 
days of the Church, including monks and nuns using the title “abbot” and “abbess” (from abba) for their spiritual leaders and Chris-
tians around the world recognizing the “Holy Father” or “pope” (from papa) as the head of the family that is the Church. The title 
Father is a reminder that priests have a special responsibility to care for, protect, feed, listen to, and nourish those who have been 
entrusted to them, all after the example of our Father in heaven who never ceases to give us what we truly need.©LPi 

Why do we offer Mass for the deceased person??? 
 Answer: The practice of offering the holy Mass for the repose of the soul of the deceased originates in the early 
church. The catechism teaches, “From the beginning the church has honored the memory of the dead and offered pray-
ers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of 
God” (No. 1032). 
 Praying for the repose of the souls of the deceased is rooted in the Old Testament. Judas Maccabees offered 
prayers and sacrifices for the Jewish soldiers who had died wearing pagan amulets, which were forbidden by the To-
rah. II Maccabees reads, “Turning to supplication, they prayed that the sinful deed might be fully blotted out” (12:43). 
Continuing, “(Judas Maccabees) took up a collection among all his soldiers … which he sent to Jerusalem to provide 
for an expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection 
of the dead in view; for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, it would have been useless and foolish to pray 
for them in death. But if he did this with a view to the splendid reward that awaits those who had gone to rest in godli-
ness, it was a holy and pious thought. Thus, he made atonement for the dead that they might be freed from 
sin” (12:46).   
            In light of the saving work of Our Lord Jesus Christ, we believe that when a person dies, he 
faces his particular judgment and must render an account of his life. If that person has died fundamen-
tally believing in God and in a state of grace, but with venial sins and the hurt caused by sin, then God 
in His divine love and mercy will first purify the soul. After this purification has been completed, the 
soul will have the holiness and purity needed to share in the beatific vision in heaven. The faithful here 
on earth can help those souls undergoing purification. The Vatican Council II affirmed: “This sacred 
council accepts loyally the venerable faith of our ancestors in the living communion which exists be-
tween us and our brothers who are in the glory of heaven or who are yet being purified after their 
death.” (“Dogmatic Constitution on the Church,” No. 51). Therefore, just as we pray for each other 
and share each other’s burdens now, the faithful on earth can offer prayers and sacrifices to help the 
departed souls undergoing purification, and no better prayer could be offered than that of the holy sac-
rifice of the Mass. ( to be continued…..) 

Devotions, Explained! St. Gertrude’s Prayer  St. Gertrude’s Prayer is a petition said on 
behalf of the Holy Souls of Purgatory, offering the Blood of Christ in reparation for the sins 
of the departed. St. Gertrude, often called “St. Gertrude the Great,” was a Benedictine nun 
who lived in 13th-century Saxony, present-day Germany. A mystic, she received visions of 
Christ beginning at the age of 25. She was also a prolific writer and devotee of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus and is often invoked as an intercessor for the Holy Souls of Purgatory. Her 
feast day is celebrated on November 16. The St. Gertrude Prayer reads: “Eternal Father, I 
offer You the most precious blood of thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the Masses said 
throughout the world today, for all the Holy Souls in Purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for 

sinners in the universal Church, for those in my own home, and in my family. Amen.” 



INFORMATION 

News from the Diocese 

Martin’s Minutes: “SHOW AND TELL” 
Join Father Martin, the diocesan Vicar 
for Clergy as he shares these thoughts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Py2-7IBgGpg 

 

Urge your Representatives to 
Cosponsor the Kids Online Safety Act 
The Kids Online Safety Act (KOSA) has 
been reintroduced in the U.S. Senate. 
This important bipartisan legislation 
establishes a duty of care for big tech 
platforms, requiring social media 
platforms to prevent harms to 
children. After coming incredibly close 
to passage last congress, it is urgent 
that Congress pass KSOA (S. 1748). 
For contact info for Senators Ron 
Johnson and Tammy Baldwin, go to: 
https://diolc.org/social-concerns/
contacting-your-elected-
representatives-in-congress/ 

 

Boyceville News 

Thank you to everyone that helped 
with the Fall projects around St. 
Luke's.  Many hands make light work 
and it feels good to have everything 
clean and refurbished.  

West CAP Food Pantry 
- Please give as you 
can to the local food 
pantry.  Be it 

Thanksgiving related grocery items 
such as instant mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, canned sweet potatoes or 
green beans, cream of mushroom 
soup, etc.  or any food items in 
general.  All donations are needed 
and appreciated. 

Don't Forget - Our November 
potluck & pre-holiday family fun day 
is Sunday, November 16th.  Join 
your fellow parishioners for 
camaraderie and fun! 

Elmwood News 

Come and help us 
celebrate Father Anbu's 
45th birthday on 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, at the 7 

p.m. Mass. Treats downstairs 
afterward. Bring the whole family! 
Bring your neighbors!  Check to see 
if we have given him any gray hairs 
yet.  

 Spring Valley News 
 

Our Condolences: Our 
deepest sympathy and 
assurance of prayers are 
extended to the family 

of Jenny Lickness  who passed away 
this past week. “O God, who alone 
are able to give life after death, free 
your servant , Jenny , from all her 
sins, that they who believed in the 
Resurrection of Christ, may, when 
the day of resurrection comes, be 
united with you in glory” (Funeral 
Mass, Collect)  

If you or someone you know 
would like a ride to Mass on 
Wednesday or Saturday 
evenings, please contact 

Beth in the central office and she 
will coordinate transportation. 

 

The Pastoral council will be meeting 
this week and will be discussion the 
Saturday Mass time for 2026. Spring 
Valley will have Saturday Mass  from 
September 1st through  December 
31st, again next year. Please contact 
one of them with any suggestion 
you may have of a time between 
4:00 –7:00 p.m.  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - 
RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR       
ORDINARY MOMENTS 
We Are Called to Be Saints 
 

Catholics often are drawn to saints due 
to their profession, hobbies, or ethnic 
background. One’s patron saint serves 
as an example of how to live a life of 
holiness and service to God. We hold 
up the saints of the Church in high re-
gard. However, we can sometimes 
make the mistake of seeing them as the 
subject of stories in print and not real 
living people. We can assume that 
their level of devotion and holiness is 
unattainable. In fact, we are all called 
to be saints. 
Our world needs more living saints 
living out their stewardship in a radical 
manner. Stories are valuable, but when 
others get to see disciples of Jesus 
Christ answering their call in person, 
consider the impact. There is a reason 
why lay witnessing is so important in 
cultivating a stewardship culture in a 
parish community. The people we can 
see and hear are alive right in front of 
us. Some will say that to truly be hum-
ble means to act anonymously, but we 
are not speaking here of actions that 
call out, “Look at me!” We are talking 
about acting in a way that people see 
not you and me, but Jesus instead. 
We are to be models and examples to 
one another. We are to build up one 
another and make the Body of Christ 
strong. Don’t sit back wishing you had 
the strength to be a saint. You have 
already been given the gifts needed to 
be the saint you are called to be. May-
be people will read about you later, but 
the Church needs you now! — Tracy 
Earl Welliver 

 

In 2025 we will be cele-
brating and praying for 
our parishioners, in their 
birthday month, who are 
our “Golden” members 
and have over 70 years 

of wisdom. Feel free to mail them a 
card!  
 
Gary Shafer  November 18 
Rosalie Timm  November 21 
Mary Gifford  November 25 
Joan Biggart  November 25 
Mary Baier  November 27 
Jacob Ginsbach  November 30 

Please send Bulletin Announcements  

to:   admin@shsv.diolcparish.org  

By NOON on MONDAYS  

For November and December 

Unless noted differently in the bulletin 



Saturday November 22             Sunday November 23 

Spring Valley 6:00 p.m.               Elmwood 8:30 a.m.                      

LECTORS   

Kelly/Porter                                                                John 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

(S) Lynn/Karrie/Eric/Gene                                       Steve 

SERVERS    

Landon/Oliver/Lukas                                        Jayden/Cody/Ella 

USHERS/HOSPITALITY 

Chuck/Matt                                               Joe/Steve/Aaron/Paul 

    MUSIC                                                       ROSARY                                                                                                                                                                    

Sacred Heart Choir                                                       Jeff                                   

FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO HAVE 
DIED  AND FOR THE SICK, WE PRAY 

IN 2025 

November 18  Tuesday Mass in Elmwood 
7:00 p.m. + Mary Schmitz                   (Jerry & Barb Sinz) 
November 19   Wednesday Mass in Spring Valley 
6:15 p.m. + Tom Ellefson                              (Jan Ellefson) 
November 20 Thursday Mass in Boyceville 
10:00 a.m. + David Lickness           (Joe & Gloria Pieters) 
November 21 Friday Mass at the SVHCC 
10:00 a.m. + Joann Johnson              (Craig & Beth Ingli) 

November 22  Saturday vigil Mass in Spring Valley 
6:00 p.m. ~Ciarrah Letter              (Greg & Laura Buchal) 
November 23 Sunday Mass 
8:30 a.m. in Elmwood +Robert, Betty & Bobby Hartung
     (Bob & Mary Milliren) 
10:30 a.m.in Boyceville  +David Hill    
    (Ken & Karen Hansen) 

 COLLECTION  ADULT  ENVELOPES  

AND OFFERTORY   November 8-9, 2025      

     Adult             Offertory           On-Line  

Boyceville          $   285.00      $   76.00 

Elmwood           $ 1090.00      $ 129.24 

Spring Valley    $ 2572.00      $   91.00         $ 2098.10

Saint Cecilia | November 22 

Saint Cecilia’s story, like many of the 
earliest saints’, is largely apocryphal 
and legendary in nature. According 
to tradition, Cecilia was born to a 
wealthy and prominent Roman fami-
ly. Though she had consecrated her 
virginity to the Lord, she was mar-
ried to a man named Valerian. It is 
said that she was “singing in her 
heart to the Lord” at her wedding. 
She confessed her promise of virgini-
ty to her new husband revealing that 
an angel protected her. Valerian 

would honor her vow only if he too could see the angel. 
Cecilia told him he would see the angel if he was bap-
tized, which he went to do immediately. When he re-
turned to her, he saw the angel beside her. Cecilia also 
converted Valerian’s brother, Tiburtius. 

Unfortunately, it was a turbulent time in Rome for Chris-
tians. Valerian and Tiburtius were martyred for burying 
the bodies of Christians, which was illegal. Cecilia was 
also targeted for her faith. First authorities attempted to 
suffocate by locking her in the bath in her home and 
overheating the room. Some accounts say that she didn’t 
break a sweat and even began to sing. They then sent in 
an executioner to behead her, but he faltered and was 
unable to complete his task, only succeeding in mortally 
wounding her. She remained alive for three days before 
she died. 

The saint’s body was exhumed twice, first by Pope Pas-
chal I in 821, then by Cardinal Sfondrato in 1599. Both 
times her body was found incorrupt, the first saint to 
exhibit this extremity. St. Cecilia is the patron saint of 
music and musicians. 

The account of the Presentation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in the Temple is prin-
cipally based on  the  Protoevangelium of 
James, which has been dated by historians 
prior to the year 200 AD. The story relates 
that in thanksgiving for the birth of their 
daughter Mary, Joachim and Anne decide 
to consecrate her to God, and bring her, at 
the age of three years, to the temple in 
Jerusalem. Mary's presentation in the tem-

ple draws parallels to that of the prophet Samuel, whose 
mother Hannah, like Anne, was also thought to be barren, 
and who offered her child as a gift to God at Shiloh. Mary 
remained in the Temple until her twelfth year, at which 
point Joseph was assigned to be her guardian. According 
to Coptic tradition, her father Joachim died when Mary was 
six years old and her mother when Mary was eight. "This 
story is a legend with no foundation in history and the point 
of the story is to show that even in her childhood Mary was 
completely dedicated to God. However, it is from this very 
account that arose the feast of Mary's Presentation. 


