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We, the community of Sacred Heart parishes, in Spring Valley and Elmwood, and St. 
Luke’s in Boyceville, love the Lord Jesus Christ and are dedicated to His Sacred 
Heart. Guided by the Word of the Lord, we commit ourselves to give praise and 
honor to God through liturgical worship, family and private prayer, and service to 
one another. We strive to develop a living faith and a growing spiritual community 
by providing opportunities for spiritual, educational, and social enrichment. Our 
faith will be strengthened through active involvement of all members. 



Why do we offer Mass for the deceased person??? 
 

(continued from the previous bulletin…)  
     Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical “Mirae Caritatis” (1902) beautifully elaborated this point and emphasized the 
connection between the communion of saints with the Mass: “The grace of mutual love among the living, 
strengthened and increased by the sacrament of the Eucharist, flows, especially by virtue of the sacrifice (of the 
Mass), to all who belong to the communion of saints. For the communion of saints is simply … the mutual shar-
ing of help, atonement, prayers and benefits among the faithful, those already in the heavenly fatherland, those 
consigned to the purifying fire, and those still making their pilgrim way here on earth. These all form one city, 
whose head is Christ, and whose vital principle is love. Faith teaches that although the august sacrifice can be of-
fered to God alone, it can nevertheless be celebrated in honor of the saints now reigning in heaven with God, who 
has crowned them, to obtain their intercession for us, and also, according to apostolic tradition, to wash away the 
stains of those brethren who died in the Lord but without yet being wholly purified.” Therefore, the offering of 
Mass and other prayers or sacrifices for the intentions of the faithful departed are truly good and holy acts. 
     Please note that this belief not only has its origins in our Old Testament roots but also in the early history of 
the church. Inscriptions uncovered on tombs in the Roman catacombs of the second century evidence this prac-
tice. For example, the epitaph on the tomb of Abercius, bishop of Hieropolis in Phrygia (d. 180), begs for prayers 
for the repose of his soul. Tertullian in 211 attested to observing the anniversary of death of the faithful departed 
with prayers. Moreover, the Canons of Hippolytus (c. 235), one of the earliest missals, explicitly mentions the of-
fering of prayers for the dead during the Mass. The testimony of many of the church fathers also 
beautifully supports this belief: For example, St. Cyril of Jerusalem (d. 386), in one of his many 
catechetical discourses, explained how at Mass both the living and dead are remembered, and how 
the Eucharistic sacrifice of Our Lord is of benefit to sinners, living and dead; and St. Ambrose (d. 
397) preached, “We have loved them during life; let us not abandon them in death, until we have 
conducted them by our prayers into the house of the Lord.” 

     When we face the death of someone, even a person who is not Catholic, to have a Mass offered 
for the repose of his soul and to offer our prayers are more beneficial and comforting than any oth-
er sympathy card or bouquet of flowers. Most importantly, we always should remember our own 
dearly departed loved ones in the holy Mass and through our own prayers and sacrifices to help in 
their gaining eternal rest. Having just celebrated the feast of All Souls (Nov. 2), let us keep in our 
prayers all of our faithful departed. 

Devotions, Explained! Jesse Tree 

   The Jesse Tree is an Advent practice 

which recounts the history of salvation 

by tracing the lineage of Christ — the 

foretold “shoot from the stump of Jes-

se” who will bring peace and unity to 

the people of God (Isaiah 11:1). 

   In a way, creating a Jesse tree is the telling of one big sto-

ry — the redemption of man — through the telling of many 

smaller stories — the fall of Adam, God’s promise to Abra-

ham, the wandering of the Israelites, the greatness of Da-

vid and the humble submission of Mary. A Jesse tree is 

adorned with symbols of these various people and stories, 

with the earliest ones hung from the topmost branches, 

progressing downward. 

   There are different versions of the Jesse Tree featuring 

different Old Testament figures and stories, but all begin 

with Adam and end with the birth of Jesus. It is an easy 

tradition to practice at home — all you need is a tree, pa-

per, markers, scissors, string and a Bible. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDI-
NARY MOMENTS    Is Christ King in Our Hearts? When you 
think of a king, who is the first person to pops into your head? It 
may depend on how much history you know, or which historical 
period intrigues you the most. As Americans, the first person we 
might think of is King George III, whose reign has become syn-
onymous in our national lore with the concept of tyranny. We 
don’t have much familiarity with kingship in modern American 
society. Kings tend to make us uneasy. Presidents, on the other 
hand — we can handle those, because we know we are a presi-
dent’s boss. No matter how much power he has, we are the 
electorate. We are the source of that power. We’re comfortable 
with this arrangement. But with kings it is profoundly different. 
Traditionally, the king derives his power from God. His rule 
bridges humanity with the divine. We should reflect carefully on 
whether or not we have made Jesus Christ king in our hearts, or 
whether we regard him as a president. The difference isn’t just 
one of titles, it’s one of roles. Subjects do not demand anything 
of a king. They beseech. They entreat. They submit, and they 
accept. Do we demand of Christ, or do we beseech? Do we tol-
erate God’s edicts with grumbling, or do we embrace His word 
as the means of our reconciliation with Him? The “good thief” 
treated Christ as a king. His counterpart treated him as a presi-
dent. And it’s worth remembering that Jesus Christ is not the 
President of the Universe. — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



INFORMATION 

News For All 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the Box of Joy project 
for Cross Catholic Outreach. 
Together our Tri- parish community 
sent off 91 boxes for disadvantaged 
children.  

In 2025 we will be 
celebrating and praying 
for our parishioners, in 
their birthday month, 
who are our “Golden” 
members and have over 

70 years of wisdom. Feel free to mail 
them a card!  
 
Mary Gifford  November 25 
Joan Biggart  November 25 
Mary Baier  November 27 
Jacob Ginsbach  November 30 
 

Father Anbu would like 
to continue to  
recognize those 
couples who have been 

married for 50 years or longer. So this 
year, the week before their 
anniversary, the couple’s name will be 
in the bulletin, so you may pray for 
them or even send them a card. On 
November 30, Allan and Pat Baier 
will be celebrating their 52nd wedding 
anniversary. Congratulations! 

 

Boyceville News 

Thanksgiving Day - 
Join us for Mass   at 
St. Luke’s at 10:00 
a.m. on  Thanks- 
giving Day. 

 

West CAP Food Pantry - Please 
donate items as you can to the food 
pantry. All donations are needed 
and appreciated. The collection box 
is in the back of the church.  

Elmwood News 

Our Condolences: Our 
deepest sympathy and 
assurance of prayers are 
extended to the family 

of Ronald Reitz, who passed away 
this past week. “O God, who alone 
are able to give life after death, free 
your servant , Ronald , from all his 
sins, that they who believed in the 
Resurrection of Christ, may, when 
the day of resurrection comes, be 
united with you in glory” (Funeral 
Mass, Collect)  
 

 Spring Valley News 
 

There will be no Adoration 
this week on Thursday and 
Friday, in Spring Valley due 

to Thanksgiving. 

There will be NO CCD classes this 
week due to Thanksgiving break. 
Classes will resume on December 
3rd. 

On Wednesday, December 3rd, 
there will be Advent activities for 
the Grade 1-5 families in the Br. 
Michael center from 3:30-5:00 p.m. 
with a meal at 5:00 p.m. for the 
families. 

The Embers Youth Group 
has placed a Mitten Tree in 
the back of church to help 
collect Christmas gifts for 

families in need in our Spring Valley 
community. If you  would like to 
donate, please take a mitten from 
the tree and purchase the gift on the 
mitten, tape the mitten to the gift 
you purchased, and return gifts to 
the basket under the tree by 
December 5th. We would love to 
help those in need. 

News from the Diocese 

Jesus is Our Hope (1 Tim 1:1) 
Christ is the ultimate source of hope, 
comfort and salvation, particularly 
through His resurrection and prom-
ise of eternal life. This hope is differ-
ent from the hope of wishful think-
ing. Hope in the supernatural sense 
is a theological virtue, a gift from 
God that provides trust in his prom-
ises and empowers believers to per-
severe through difficulties by relying 
on God's grace and love. It is based 
on the belief that God's love and 
mercy will ultimately prevail, even in 
the face of life's suffering and pain. 
Let us ask ourselves if there is a 
hope in us that others can notice? 
During this Jubilee Year of Hope, let 
us ask Jesus to increase the gift of 
hope in us.  
 
Latest Episode of “Martin’s 
Minutes” - Father Martin’s most re-
cent “Martin’s Minutes” reflection. 
These are inspiring thoughts of holi-
ness and humor .                      
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLg5mBKKYwnuskQLikQ2uAq_8
0eGCViolF 
 
Pope Leo XIV’s Dilexi Te (“I Have 
Loved You”) - Resources Available 
Dilexi Te is Pope Leo XIV’s first Apos-
tolic Exhortation. Building on a theme 
dear to Pope Francis and bringing to 
completion a document he was work-
ing on when he died, Pope Leo focus-
es on the preferential love for the 
poor so prominent in the Gospels and 
in Catholic Social Teaching. To read 
Dilexi Te and for links to a variety of 
resources on it from the Holy See and 
from the USCCB, https://diolc.org/
social-concerns/ 
 
 

Please send Bulletin Announcements  

to:   admin@shsv.diolcparish.org  

By NOON on MONDAYS  

For December 

Unless noted differently in the bulletin 



Contacts to Remember for 

the Prayer Line  
 

To include a name to our prayer list please contact:  

Spring Valley: Laura Buchal at ssf@wwt.net or call  715-772-

4452 or 612-562-5872 

Lucy Nellessen at lucynell@hotmail.com or 715-778-5937 

Cindy Schlegel  at 715-338-1192  

Elmwood- Anna Crownhart 715-639-4311 

Boyceville- Judy Humpal stlukeboyceville@gmail.com or                    

      715-643-3081   

Saturday November 29             Sunday November 30 

Spring Valley 6:00 p.m.               Elmwood 8:30 a.m.                      

LECTORS   

Merrick/Liz                                                                               Barb 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

(S) Greg/Katie/Mary/Renata                                                    Pat 

SERVERS    

Kennady/Cameron/Jack                        Austin/Amber/Hannah 

USHERS/HOSPITALITY 

                                      Volunteers needed                           

    MUSIC                                                       ROSARY                                                                                                                                                                    

Sacred Heart Choir                                          Volunteer needed                                                                               

CONFESSIONS: Any-

time by appointment 

 Elmwood– Sunday’s from 8:00 - 8:20 a.m. 

 Boyceville– Sunday’s after 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 Spring Valley– Saturday’s 5:00-5:45 p.m.  

                    Wednesday’s from 5:30 – 6:10 p.m. 

DIOCESE OF LA CROSSE GUIDE-

LINES FOR REPORTING INSTANC-

ES OF CHILD ABUSE  The Diocese 

of La Crosse, through its policies 

and procedures, seeks to provide 

a prompt, appropriate and com-

passionate response to reporters of sexual abuse 

of a child by any diocesan agent (bishop, priest, 

deacon, employee, religious, vendor or volunteer). 

Anyone wishing to make a report of an allegation 

of sexual abuse should send that report to Mrs. 

Teresa Brown, Complaint Intake Agent, at the Dio-

cese of La Crosse, P.O. Box 4004, La Crosse, WI 

54602-4004. Alternatively, you can   contact Mrs. 

Brown at 608.791.0179 or intakeagent@diolc.org. 

The reporting form is available through the Diocese 

of La Crosse Office of Safe Environment or on the 

diocesan website at: diolc.org/safeenvironment/

reporting. Individuals are also encouraged to take 

their reports directly to civil authorities. Copies of 

the diocesan policy are available through your local 

Parish and on the diocesan website. If you have 

any questions about the Diocese of La Crosse and 

the implementation of the Charter for the Protec-

tion of Children and Young    People, please contact 

Teresa Brown, Diocese of  La Crosse, at 

608.791.2679 or tbrown@diolc.org.  

FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO HAVE 
DIED  AND FOR THE SICK, WE PRAY 

IN 2025 

November 25  Tuesday Mass in Elmwood 
7:00 p.m. +Arnie Bauer, Jr.                      (Elmwood KC’s) 
November 26   Wednesday Mass in Spring Valley 
6:15 p.m. +Tom Morris                 (Greg & Laura Buchal) 
November 27  Thursday Mass in Boyceville 

10:00 a.m.  Missa Pro Populo   

November 28 Friday Mass at the Elmwood Asst. Living 
10:00 a.m. +Daniel Crownhart (John & Nancy Ellingson) 
November 29  Saturday vigil Mass in Spring Valley 

6:00 p.m. ~Kathleen Huckin         (Greg & Laura Buchal) 
November 30  Sunday Mass 
8:30 a.m. in Elmwood +Bernie Friermuth                    
                (Elmwood KC’s) 

10:30 a.m.in Boyceville  +Joe Stipetich      (Terry Mohn) 

 COLLECTION  ADULT  ENVELOPES  

AND OFFERTORY   November 16-17, 2025      

     Adult             Offertory           On-Line  

Boyceville          $ 4137.63      $  49.00 

Elmwood            

Spring Valley    $ 1535.00      $101.00            $1172.80


