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MISSION STATEMENT

We, the community of Sacred Heart parishes, in Spring Valley and EImwood, and St.

Luke’s in Boyceville, love the Lord Jesus Christ and are dedicated to His Sacred
Heart. Guided by the Word of the Lord, we commit ourselves to give praise and
honor to God through liturgical worship, family and private prayer, and service to
one another. We strive to develop a living faith and a growing spiritual community
by providing opportunities for spiritual, educational, and social enrichment. Our
faith will be strengthened through active involvement of all members.

WEBSITE: WWW.SVECATHOLIC.ORG
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PASTOR Rev.
Dr. Fr. Anbalagan
Shanmugam
(Father Anbu)

114 Wilson Ave
Elmwood, WI
54740

Mobile: 715-317-1620
Email- franbu80@gmail.com

CENTRAL OFFICE
S105 Sabin Avenue
PO Box 456
Spring Valley, WI 54767

Phone: 715-778-5519

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

Beth Ingli
admin@shsv.diolcparish.org

SACRED HEART OF
JESUS PARISH
SPRING VALLEY

N108 Sabin Avenue
Spring Valley, Wl 54767

SACRED HEART
PARISH
ELMWOOD

106 West Wilson Avenue
Elmwood, WI 54740

ST. LUKE’S PARISH
BOYCEVILLE

919 Center Street
Boyceville, WI 54725 office
Phone 715-643-3081
St. Luke’s Email:
stlukeboyeville@gmail.com

www.saintlukebv.org

SPRING VALLEY PASTORAL COUNCIL
Jim Huebel Peggy Larson Isaac Nilssen
Teresa Nilssen Jessie Shafer Renata Wood
SPRING VALLEY FINANCE COUNCIL
Greg Buchal Jason Nilssen Anna Toutant
Bookkeeper: Amy Shafer

ELMWOOD PASTORAL COUNCIL
Derek Auth Sue Galoff Greg Fesenmaier
Charlet Keenlyne Jeff Pelzel Barb Schneider
ELMWOOD FINANCE COUNCIL
Craig Feuker Holly Galbreath Jim Schwebach
Bookkeeper: Shelley Sand

BOYCEVILLE PASTORAL COUNCIL
Karen Hansen Bonnie Cronk Debra Hoage
Tom Humpal Terry Mohn LaVern Weber
BOYCEVILLE FINANCE COUNCIL
Joey Boesl Lesley Nelson Joe Pieters
Bookkeeper: Judy Humpal




Dear Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, peace be with you!
What is Advent and why is it very important to us as Catholics?

Advent is the four-week liturgical season that precedes Christmas. The term “Advent” is derived from the Latin
word adventus which means “coming,” and it focuses not only on the past coming of Jesus on the first Christmas; but also
on the present coming of Jesus in the gospels, the sacraments, other people, prayer, love, truth, and personal experience; and
the future coming of Jesus at the Second or Final Coming at the end of the world, the Parousia or the Last Judgment.

Advent is not Lent or a miniature version of Lent. In fact, the two seasons are extremely different. Advent stresses hope
and joy, Lent stresses penance and sorrow; Advent emphasizes what we need to add to our lives (e.g., grace, light, joy),
while Lent emphasizes what we need to remove (i.e., sin); Advent lasts for four Sundays and 28 days, Lent lasts for six Sun-
days and forty days; Advent is a liturgical season, Lent is an ascetical season (i.e., fasting, almsgiving, prayer, acts of chari-
ty); Advent stresses preparation with festivity, Lent stresses preparation with sackcloth and ashes; Advent features the
prophet Isaiah, Lent features the prophet Jeremiah.

The main saint of Advent is John the Baptist. He is “the prophet of the Most High” (Lk 1:76), the immediate forerunner
of Jesus, and the link between the Old Testament prophets and Jesus himself. His story is recounted on the Second and
Third Sundays of Advent. The Baptist was the voice crying out in the desert, ‘“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his
paths” (Is 40:3; Mt 3:3), which is what we are called to do during this holy season. He also directed peoples’ attention from
himself to Jesus and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God” (Jn 1:29,36), and made one of the momentous statements in the gos-
pels as he declared, “He must increase; I must decrease” (Jn 3:30). If we hope to have a spiritually profitable Advent, we,
like the Baptist, must diminish, while Jesus increases in power and brilliance in our lives.

Advent teaches us patience.

Patience is a fruit of God’s Spirit (Galatians 5:22). But though it is his work, we may seek out LG,
means whereby the Spirit of God can cultivate patience in our hearts. As we observe Advent, God M@l@ @N
can grow patience in our hearts by demonstrating that God is patient, and not because he is slow (2 >IN FAITH

Peter 3:9). By remembering the longing for Christ’s first coming, we see God’s mercy. He did not
rush into swift destruction of his enemies and triumph of his kingdom - glorious as that will be.
Every moment of God’s patience is an opportunity for repentance for those who would otherwise be
destroyed in his final coming (Romans 2:4). During Advent we behold the patience of Jesus, and by =
beholding him we are transformed more into his likeness by God’s Spirit (2 Corinthians 3: 18)

~Father Anbu
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January Boyceville $465.00 S 22.00
February Saturday Sunday Sunday Elmwood $1680.00 $157.20
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December 8— Immaculate Conception of the Blessed

Virgin Mary: 10:00 a.m. Mass in Boyceville and
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

6:00 p.m. Mass in Spring Valley
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7:30 p.m. Mass in EiImwood DO YOU WANT TO OF TISSUES . HAPPY ENDINGS
December 10— Spring Valley Finance Council mtg 7:00 p.m. Bﬁfﬁ%g%@ﬁ

X

December 24— 4:00 p.m. Mass in Spring Valley and

December 13-14— Retirement for the Religious Collection THELORD COMES? !
7:00 p.m. in EImwood @

December 25— 8:30 a.m. Mass in Boyceville and
10:30 a.m. Mass in Spring Valley




INFORMATION

News from the Diocese

= A Lifetime of
Service De-
& serves Care in
™ Return  Please
donate to the
Retirement Fund

Retirement Fund [{el§ Religious
for Religious next weekend.
Please give to those who YO ur glft W| I I
have given a lifetime. X

. provide essen-

tial care for
more than 20,500 senior sisters,
brothers and religious order priests
who have dedicated their lives to serv-
ing others. Let us show our gratitude
to these selfless individuals by giving
generously.

w777 Our Lady of
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PATRONESS OF THE AMERICAS &

& /A1 to Juan Die-
go as Our
1} Lady of

Guadalupe,
she had encouraging words for him.
"Am | not here, | who am your moth-
er?" In the image on Juan Diego's til-
ma (tunic), Mary identifies herself
with the Aztec people. She has their
hair and features, their symbolic ma-
ternity dress. She incorporated their
important symbols of the sun, moon,
and stars. Today's Mass includes two
Gospel options. Both are familiar pas-
sages from the Gospel of Luke - the
Annunciation and the Visitation. Both
are equally relevant to today's feast
because Mary's yes to Christ isn't only
to care for him but to come to us. Our
Lady of Guadalupe is pregnant. The
image bears witness to Mary's yes to
conceive the Savior of the World. But
even in her pregnancy, she goes to
care for Elizabeth. Now Mother to all
the world, Mary comes to the aid of
her children, reminding them of her
presence among them.

PRAY FOR US % %Jc

DECEMBER 12

Please send Bulletin Announcements
to: admin@shsv.diolcparish.org
By NOON on MONDAYS
For the month of December

News For All

In 2025 we will be
M T celebrating and praying
for our parishioners, in
their birthday month,
who are our “Golden”
members and have over
70 years of wisdom. Feel free to mail
them a card!

e

Gene Bauer December 9

Pat Webb December 9

Lorraine Beyer December 14
Jim Baier December 16
Colleen Kelley December 17
Rich O'Connell December 18
Bill Howe December 19

Boyceville News

St Joan of Arc Circle would like to thank
all those that chose to participate in the
November Pot Luck Family Fun Day
Game. We plan to do it again at least 4
times a year, due to the success and
interest displayed. Thank you again for
making our afternoon so enjoyable!

it Mitten & Hat Tree- St
2 Jessica’s Circle is holding its
@82 annual collection of mittens
and hats (no scarves please).
The mitten tree is located in
the back of the church through
December. The collection of hats and
mittens are given to Tiffany Creek
Elementary School here in Boyceville.
The staff appreciates having this supply
on hand to give out to children who
lose their items throughout the winter
months or when children just need
some dry items to use. Thank you in
advance from St. Jessica’s for your
generosity and from the children for
keeping their hands and heads warm.

- . Upcoming Events:
LIRS Monday, December 8th -
SR 1000 am. Mass -
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Sunday, December 14th - Find your
delicious holiday goodies at the St.
Jessica’s Bake Sale following Mass.

Potluck - Our December potluck will be
Sunday , December 14th as well so
bring a dish to pass & enjoy good food
and fellowship during this holiday
season.

Elmwood News

i Advent call for help!
DECO E On Dec. 14 after Mass,
the ChuTch your help is asked in
bringing trees and Christmas storage
bins down from the choir loft, and the
creche from Father's garage. Decorating
will be done Dec. 21 by the Altar &
Rosary Society, so the help of many
parish women is needed for less than a
half hour after Mass that Sunday.

Spring Valley News

., September KC Family of the
¥} month Jack and Liz Erickson -
> J thank you so much for all your
years of service. Jack served

building and  grounds

on the
committee and was very diligent with
any maintenance that needed to be
done. Liz has also been so active with

singing, lecturing and keeping the
altar beautifully decorated.

October KC Family of the month -Greg
and Laura Buchal - Thank you so much
for all that you do for our parish. Greg
continues to be a leader with the
Knights, serves on the Parish Finance
Council, and is a Sacristan and Server.
Laura coordinates our Adoration
schedule, Seven Sisters, Christmas
Boxes of Joy and anything else that
needs to be done.

=

We are preparing the 2026
‘ offertory envelope boxes and if
you wish to receive a box of

envelopes, please let Beth in
the central office know by December
15th.

If you would like to purchase a
g poinsettia for the Christmas,
7 please sign up by December
8th in the entryway of church.
Poinsettias will be delivered on
December 20th. All proceeds will go
to the Steubenville Catholic Youth
Conference.




@" FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO HAVE
MG‘SS v fmtﬁe DIED AND FOR THE SICK, WE PRAY IN

December 8 Monday Mass for the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

10:00 a.m. in Boyceville Missa Pro Populo

6:00 p.m. in Spring Valley +Lorraine Langer
(Mike & Cassie Langer)

7:30 p.m. in ElImwood Missa Pro Populo

December 9 Tuesday Mass in Eimwood

7:00 p.m. +Darlene Raleigh (Anna Crownhart)
December 10 Wednesday Mass in Spring Valley
6:15 p.m. +Dan Reis (Greg & Laura Buchal)
December 11 Thursday Mass in Boyceville

10:00 a.m.+John Langlois (William & Margaret Miller)
December 12 Friday Mass at the ElImwood Asst. Living
10:00 a.m.+Daniel Crownhart (Patrick&Pat Branigan)
December 13 Saturday vigil Mass in Spring Valley
6:00 p.m. +Dave Johnson (Rita Johnson)
December 14 Sunday Mass

8:30 a.m. in EImwood +Charles Bates (Patty Hawkins)

10:30 a.m.in Boyceville ~ for the Senior members of
St. Luke’s

QAGT Rite of | CONFESSIONS: Any-

Reconciliation time by appointment

¢ Elmwood- Sunday’s from 8:00 - 8:20 a.m.

+ Boyceville— Sunday’s after 10:30 a.m. Mass

¢ Spring Valley— Saturday’s 5:00-5:45 p.m.
Wednesday’s from 5:30 — 6:10 p.m.

LITURGICAL
MINISTRIES

Saturday December 13 Sunday December 14

Spring Valley 6:00 p.m. | Elmwood 8:30 a.m.

LECTORS

Peter/Gregg Joel

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

(S)Greg/Mary/Tara/Rosalie Barb

SERVERS

Toby/Milo/Eli

USHERS/HOSPITALITY

Josh/Rich Jim/Dennis/Jeff/Glenn

MusIC ROSARY

The Immaculate Conception
of Mary On December 8, the
\ Church celebrates one of the
most beautiful Truths of our
Faith: the Immaculate Concep-
tion of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. This solemnity honors
the moment when Mary, from
the first instant of her exist-
ence, was preserved free from
all stain of original sin. God prepared Mary in a unique
way to be the Mother of His Son.

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

WHO HAVE
RECOURSE
TO THEE.

Immaculate Conception

Question: I’ve heard people call Jesus’ conception by
the Holy Spirit being “immaculately conceived.” Is
that what the Immaculate Conception is?

Answer: While these two events are often confused,
they are not the same thing. We celebrated the concep-
tion of Jesus on March 25", the feast of the Annuncia-
tion. While that was surely miraculous, it isn’t what we
refer to as the “immaculate conception.” The Immacu-
late Conception is Mary’s conception, and we typically
celebrate it on December 8th. If the 8™ happens to be a
Sunday, the Church moves the feast to December 9™. It
is a holy day of obligation. Why does the Church con-
sider it so important to celebrate? Mary’s conception is
immaculate because she was conceived without origi-
nal sin. The angel Gabriel acknowledges this when he
hails Mary as “full of grace” (Luke 1:28). Scripture
scholars identify several theological ideas that confirm
this. In the Old Testament, the sacred, pristine Ark of
the Covenant held the presence of God. The presence
of God is now held within a new “arc” — the womb of
Mary. Genesis 3 also prophesies of a woman who
would oppose the devil and whose child would crush
the devil’s head. Christ is the “New Adam.” This pas-
sage sets up Mary, then, as the “New Eve.” Jesus and
Mary are the beginnings of a new creation, one we all
can participate in through the grace of our baptism.
After all, God’s love is more “original” than our sin!

Joyful Noise Mary Ann
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HOPE. LOVE. JOY. PEACE.
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