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We, the community of Sacred Heart parishes, in Spring Valley and Elmwood, and St. 
Luke’s in Boyceville, love the Lord Jesus Christ and are dedicated to His Sacred 
Heart. Guided by the Word of the Lord, we commit ourselves to give praise and 
honor to God through liturgical worship, family and private prayer, and service to 
one another. We strive to develop a living faith and a growing spiritual community 
by providing opportunities for spiritual, educational, and social enrichment. Our 
faith will be strengthened through active involvement of all members. 



Dear Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, peace be with you!  
 

Today we are commencing the New Year or new episode in the Catholic Church that is we are starting the season of advent. 
Therefore the mother church invites us to prepare ourselves for the birth of Jesus. 
 

The Lamp That Never Went Out 
There is a story about a small village where a chapel had a sanctuary lamp that burned day and night. The lamp was cared 
for by an old woman named Maria.Every day she would clean the glass, trim the wick, and add oil. People sometimes 
laughed at her: “Maria, why do you spend so much time on that lamp? No one even notices it.” Maria smiled and replied, 
“The light is not for the people—it is for the Lord. I want Him to find His house bright when He comes.” One morning, Ma-
ria did not wake up. She had gone home to the Lord. But when people came to the chapel, the sanctuary lamp was glowing 
beautifully—because Maria had prepared enough oil the day before. My friends, Advent invites us to be like Maria—people 
whose hearts burn with love and readiness for Jesus. 
 

Advent Is About Two Comings 
The Church reminds us that Advent has two directions: 
(a) Jesus' First Coming — in Bethlehem We prepare to celebrate Christmas, when God became a tiny child to show His 
love. 
(b) Jesus' Second Coming — at the end of time  Like the Gospel says, we do not know the day or the hour (Matthew 
24:42). So we live not in fear, but in faithfulness, like people waiting for a beloved guest. 
The Visitor at the Door  
Imagine someone knocks at your door unexpectedly. If the house is messy, you panic. If everything is in order, you smile 
and say, “Welcome!” Jesus says His coming will be like that—like a visitor arriving suddenly. He wants us to live in such a 
way that we can open the door with joy, not fear. 
How Do We “Stay Awake”? 
1. Through Prayer- St. Paul tells us: “It is the hour now for you to wake from sleep” (Romans 13:11). A simple daily pray-
er—even five minutes—keeps our hearts awake. 
2. Through Love-  Advent is a time to forgive, to be patient, to help someone in need. Love is the best preparation for the 
Lord. 
3. Through Turning Away From Sin - Paul says, “Let us throw off the works of darkness” (Romans 13:12). A good con-
fession during Advent makes the heart clean and bright. 
 

My dear brothers and sisters, let us welcome Advent with open hearts. Let us be spiritually awake, loving, and ready. May 
this little prayer guide us: 
“Lord Jesus, teach me to stay awake for You. Make my heart your clean and joyful home. Help me to live this Ad-
vent in love, so that when You come, You may find me ready.  Amen.” 
 

“As It Was in the Days of Noah…” — A Surprising Warning 
Jesus gives us a strange comparison: “As it was in the days of Noah…” (Mt 24:37)  But notice 
something: People in Noah’s time were not doing evil things in this example. 
Jesus says they were: 
 eating 
 drinking 
 marrying 
 working 
 living ordinary lives 
What was the problem? They lived as if God did not exist. They lived as if they had forever. They lived unaware of the ap-
proaching moment of truth. The danger of our time is not wickedness alone— it is forgetfulness. We forget the most im-
portant reality: We belong to God, and our life is not our own. 
 

~Father Anbu 

December 13-14– Retirement for the Religious Collection 

December 24– 4:00 p.m. Mass in Spring Valley and  

              7:00 p.m. in Elmwood 

December 25– 8:30 a.m. Mass in Boyceville and   

                           10:30 a.m. Mass in Spring Valley 

December 25-26 No Adoration in Spring Valley                

January 1-2          No Adoration in Spring Valley 

 COLLECTION  ADULT  ENVELOPES  

AND OFFERTORY  

  December 6-7, 2025    

        Adult           Offertory     Retire/Religious           

 

Boyceville          $  910.00          $   77.00         $ 1000.00   

Elmwood           $  5510.00        $ 541.00             On-Line  

Spring Valley    $  1755.59        $ 104.35           $  61.80



INFORMATION 

News For All 

In 2025 we will be 
celebrating and praying for 
our parishioners, in their 
birthday month, who are 

our “Golden” members and have over 
70 years of wisdom. Feel free to mail 
them a card!  
 

Jim Baier  December 16 
Colleen Kelley  December 17 
Rich O'Connell   December 18 
Bill Howe  December  19 

Dawn Hartung  December  21 

Mary Fesenmaier December  22 

Terry Mohn  December  22 

 

MASS INTENTIONS ARE 
NEEDED for Elmwood 
and Spring Valley for 

2026. By offering a Mass for a loved 
one, we continue to show our care for 
them and reinforce the bond of the 
communion of saints. To request a 
Mass intention, please contact the 
Central  office at 715-778-5519 or 
email requests to Beth at 
admin@shsv.diolcparish.org 
  

Boyceville News 

Potluck & Bake Sale Today 
immediately following Mass. Forgot a 
dish to pass? No worries, there is 
always plenty so come join us. And 
don’t forget to pick up your holiday 
goodies at the bake sale. 
 

Poinsettia donations - there 
are flower donation 
envelopes on the back table if 

you’d like to donate towards the 
purchase of poinsettias to decorate 
the altar for Christmas. Or see 
Georgia Williams for more details.  

Mitten & Hat Tree- St. 
Jessica’s Circle is holding its 
annual collection of mittens 
and hats (no scarves 

please). The mitten tree is located in 
the back of the church through 
December. The collection of hats and 

mittens are given to Tiffany Creek 
Elementary School here in Boyceville. 
The staff appreciates having this 
supply on hand to give out to children 
who lose their items throughout the 
winter months or when children just 
need some dry items to use.  Thank 
you in advance from St. Jessica’s for 
your generosity and from the children 
for keeping their hands and heads 
warm.  

Elmwood News 

Advent call for help! 
Decorating the church for 
Christmas will be done   

Dec. 21 by the Altar & Rosary Society. 
The help of many parish women is 
needed for less than a half hour after 
Mass that Sunday. Check out the sign-
up poster in the back of church for 
various tasks.  

 Spring Valley News 

We are preparing the 2026 
offertory envelope boxes and 
if you wish to receive a box of 
envelopes, please let Beth in 

the central office know by December 
15th.  

December KC Family of the 

month of the month is Steve 
& Darla Germanson. Steve 
and Darla made and donated 

the Little Catholic library in front to 
the Br. Michael center. Darla leads the 
Andrew’s Outreach group, brings 
communion to the homebound and 
can be found helping at many CCD 
family meals. 

December Knight of the month is 
Greg Buchal  Greg was past Grand 
Knight and continues to be a leader 
with the Knights, he serves on the 
Parish Finance Council, and is a 
Sacristan and  Server. 

There will be no Adoration in 
Spring Valley on December 25 
and 26  AND on January 1 and 
2, 2026. 

News from the Diocese 

Support a Lifetime of 
Service Women and 
men religious have 
spent their lives serv-
ing others in prayer, 
ministry, education 
and care for those in 
need—usually for little 

or no pay. Today, their religious com-
munities do not have enough retire-
ment savings. As they age, they re-
quire essential care and medications. 
Please support them by giving to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious. Your 
donation makes a difference for senior 
men and women religious. Please give 
generously. 
 
Advent is the season of preparation for 
the birth of Christ that includes a call to 
purification through personal spiritual 
renewal, receiving the sacrament of 
reconciliation (confession) and making 
simple acts of penance and sacrifice. 
Purification is a key theme, involving the 
cleansing of hearts and minds from 
worldly distractions to focus on Christ's 
coming, asking for the grace to "purify 
hope" and preparing for the Lord.  The 
priest’s vestments during Advent are 
purple, the color of penance and sacri-
fice. They are a constant reminder of 
our need to get ready—to be cleansed 
and purified. Advent is a season for 
stepping back from our busy lives, tak-
ing time in stillness and solitude, to re-
flect more deeply on the mystery of 
God’s Incarnation—Jesus taking on hu-
man flesh to be among us. This can also 
include something like not having des-
sert occasionally, or turning off the TV 
for one night or setting aside an elec-
tronic device for an hour. Or this can 
include helping someone in need or vis-
iting a person who is lonely. We offer 
small sacrifices to spend this Advent in 
true preparation for the real gift of 
Christmas—Jesus Christ. 

Please send Bulletin Announcements  

to:   admin@shsv.diolcparish.org  

By NOON on MONDAYS  



Saturday December 20               Sunday December 21 

Spring Valley 6:00 p.m.               Elmwood 8:30 a.m.                      

LECTORS   

Joe/Liz                                                             Sacred Heart Youth 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

(S) Connie/Katie/Denise/Gene                         Anna/Stephanie 

SERVERS    

Kennady/Landon/Jack                                  Sacred Heart Youth 

USHERS/HOSPITALITY 

Greg/Chuck                                                   Sacred Heart  Youth 

    MUSIC                                                       ROSARY                                                                                                                                                                    

Sacred Heart Choir                                       Sacred Heart Youth 

CONFESSIONS: Any-

time by appointment 

 Elmwood– Sunday’s from 8:00 - 8:20 a.m. 

 Boyceville– Sunday’s after 10:30 a.m. Mass 

 Spring Valley– Saturday’s 5:00-5:45 p.m.  

                    Wednesday’s from 5:30 – 6:10 p.m. 

FOR ALL THE FAITHFUL WHO HAVE 
DIED  AND FOR THE SICK, WE PRAY 

IN 2025 
 

December 16  Tuesday Mass in Elmwood 
7:00 p.m. +Donavin Schmitt    (Joe & Laurie Schmitt) 
December 17  Wednesday Mass in Spring Valley 
6:15 p.m. +Greg Gramer          (Greg & Laura Buchal) 
December 18  Thursday Mass in Boyceville 

10:00 a.m.+Dawn Squillace (Paul & Rita Zimmerman) 

December 19 Friday Mass at the SVHCC 
10:00 a.m.+Sr. Alice Thome, Marge Thome  &                      
              Dorothy Zoch  (Thome family) 
December 20  Saturday vigil Mass in Spring Valley 
6:00 p.m. +Darlene Raleigh (Bill & Karen Fesenmaier) 
December 21  Sunday Mass 

8:30 a.m. in Elmwood +Robert, Betty and Robert Jr.  
             Hartung (Bob & Mary Milliren) 

10:30 a.m.in Boyceville ~for the Strengthening of 
    our Catholic Faith (St. Luke’s Altar Society)   

What is Eucharistic Adoration? 

Answer: The practice of Eucharistic 

Adoration is a centuries old ritual 

and falls within a broader category 

of devotions and rituals that are 

associated with the Sacrament of 

the Eucharist. In a particular way, Eucharistic Adora-

tion is an extension of the worship and adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament that occurs in every Mass.  In a 

long-standing practice, a period of Eucharistic Adora-

tion often ends with “benediction,” the blessing of the 

faith with the Blessed Sacrament. Several parishes 

throughout the United States have introduced the 

practice of perpetual Eucharistic Adoration, while oth-

er communities have the custom of shorter periods of 

Eucharistic Adoration. Care should always be taken 

that these periods of adoration respect the instruc-

tions outlined in Holy Communion and Worship of the 

Eucharist Outside of Mass, the liturgical book that 

gives the instructions for the proper celebration of 

Eucharistic Adoration. Although adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament can never take the place of Eucha-

ristic Communion, many Catholics find great comfort 

and consolation in their prayers before the Eucharist 

enshrined in the tabernacle or when it is exposed in 

the monstrance (both are equally valid, as the Christ is 

not more present in one than in the other). But when 

we consider our Eucharistic devotions, it is always im-

portant to remember the fundamental connection 

these acts of devotion have the celebration of the Eu-

charist in the Mass and reception of Christ in Com-

munion. ©LPI 


